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MN-AAP Immunization work Group Meeting

Jan. 5, 2011
Conference call

Attendees: Drs. Robert Jacobson, Sylvia Sundberg, Dawn Martin, Steve Haasken; MDH Immunization staff ( Margo, Patty, Elizabeth, and Kris); staff Katherine Cairns 
	
	Comments
	Actions/Follow-Up

	Updates from MDH Immunization staff
	Margo and other MDH immunization staff updated on three main topics.
· Vaccine Admin fee changes under national Affordable Care Act will increase from $8.50 to $20.40 now through 2013 with the federal funds picking up the increased charge. 
     -  States are encouraged to look at how they will evaluate the impact of this higher admin fee reimbursement during the limited period to determine if they can then justified continued higher admin fees based on their evaluation results.

     -  Insurers may cut back on rates for second vaccine components- MNAAP imm work group members had more questions on this for a future meeting
     -  CPT codes for admin of vaccine- providers can now bill separately for each component. However if charging uninsured, it will still only be per shot not per component for VFC

· MDH perspectives on MN legislative session- MDH staff gave an overview of the slimmed down committee structure and key legislators; Watching potential for a Hept B without minor consent and potential efforts to repeal minor consent; new commissioner has made statements strongly supporting immunizations; MDH staff were provided with a draft copy of the Imm legislative position and offered to review and make some updates for our review

· Universal vaccine purchase: Discussed comments from other stakeholders on need for a pilot project; MDH staff suggested that even if the universal vaccine purchase is a pilot for several years, it would still require legislation and could have a sunset clause so that it can be reviewed to determine if it should be continued.

· Discussed that the major driving force for universal purchase is to improve immunization rates
· A national survey looked at costs of vaccines (Michigan study) and may be a good resource for the MN immunization survey
· Insurance law (not health law) would need to be changed if MN would pursue universal purchasing
· MDH staff still encourage MNAAP to contact the lawyer who worked with other states for universal purchase legislation 
· Per Cairns, Council of Health Plans physicians wondered if the assessment for vaccines would be counted in the new med/loss ratio requirements
	Cairns will update MNAAP Public Policy chair Dr. Edwards on potential areas to be watched (minor consent) and updates to the Immunization public policy statement
MDH staff will review draft Imm policy statement and forward comments to Cairns; Cairns will share the edits with the Imm work group and MNAAP Public Policy committee/BOD

MDH staff will provide link to Michigan study so we can consider replicating some of its questions in our survey about universal purchase and purchasing pool options.

	Imm Policy statement; 
	Discussed as noted above. The vaccine purchasing fact sheet was reviewed
	MDH staff review and will send comments to Cairns

	MOC4 review
	Haasken and Cairns have been working on the 2nd draft of the Imm MOC4 application prior to submission to American Board of Pediatrics. The MDH quality improvement staff had initial comments and will be sent the second draft for additional input. Main indicators tracked for improvement include: are pediatricians’ submitting their vaccines into MIIC (what % are in MICC from sample); and are their patients UTD with vaccines (what %) with 3 reviews during 6 month period and QI action steps for improvement from baseline to 2nd audit; will use MDH online audit tool if over 90% of initial audit doses are in MIIC for each participating pediatrician.
	Cairns send 2nd draft of Imm MOC4 to Sudah Setty at MDH

	Next call
	To be scheduled for February
	


